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B Y JEFF O B ERMEYER

O n e  eve n in g  in  Ja n ua ry,
   1 9 1 1 ,  Jo e  P a trick sa t
   do wn  with  h is  s o n s

Lester an d Fran k a t th e ir h o m e
in  N e lso n ,  B .C.  to  disc uss th e
future  o f th e  fa m ily.  Jo e  h ad
jus t so ld h is  lum be r bus in e ss
an d was lo o kin g  fo r a  n ew ven -
ture.  Lester an d Fran k,  bo th  ex-
c e lle n t h o c key p laye rs ,  s ug -
g ested th e fam ily m o ve to  th e west c o ast an d start a  p ro fessio n a l h o ckey

leag ue – an  in c redibly bo ld idea a t th e tim e.
P ro fessio n a l h o ckey was do m in a ted by team s in  Eastern  Can ada,

an d th e sm a ll p o p ula tio n  o f th e P ac ific  Co ast wo uld m ake it h ard to
draw bo th  fan s an d qua lity p layers.  B ut Jo e h ad fa ith  in  h is so n s,

wh o  h ad wo rked so  h ard fo r h im  in  buildin g  h is tim ber em p ire.
Th e dec isio n  was m ade an d a  m o n th  la ter th e fam ily m o ved

to  Vic to ria,  B .C.  B y th e fo llowin g  Jan uary th e first P ac ific
Co ast H o ckey Asso c ia tio n  (PCH A) seaso n  was un der-

way with  team s in  Van c o uver,  Vic to ria ,  an d N ew
Westm in ster.

From Metroplitans to Thunderbirds

88 Years of Hockey in Seattle

T h e 1 9 2 9 -3 0  S eat t l e  E sk i m o s were
m an ag ed  by Ll oyd  Tu rn er  (f ar  l e f t ).

R u dy Fi l i o n  p l ayed
1 4  seaso n s i n  S eat t l e
between  1 9 4 8  an d  1 9 6 3 .
A  very sk i l l ed  p l ayer
o f f en sively,  Fi l i o n  was a l so
k n own  f o r  h i s g en t l em an ly p l ay i n
t h e n o t o r i o u s ro u g h  m i n o r  l eag u es o f  t h e era.

Lest er  P at r i c k ,  l e f t ,  an d  Fran k  P at r i c k ,
p i c t u red  h ere f ro m  1 9 1 1 , were t h e f o u n d ers

o f  t h e f i r st  p ro f essi o n a l  h o c k ey l eag u e o n
t h e P ac i f i c  Co ast  an d  were ex c e l l en t  h o c k ey

p l ayers i n  t h e i r  own  r i g h t .

P h o t o s c o u r t esy Jef f  O berm eyer
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First Per iod Ð 1915 Ð 1924
In  th e sum m er o f 1 9 1 5 ,  th e P a tricks dec ided to  exp an d

th e leag ue to  fo ur team s.  Th e n ewest fran c h ise  was th e
S ea ttle Me tro p o litan s,  an d wo rk g o t un derway in  Aug ust
o n  an  in do o r ic e  rin k – Th e S ea ttle Aren a.
Lo c a ted a t th e c o rn er o f Fifth  Aven ue an d U n iversity

S tree t,  th e S ea ttle Aren a c o uld sea t just o ver 4 ,0 0 0  fan s
fo r h o ckey an d h ad an  ic e  surfac e 2 0 0  fee t lo n g  an d 8 3
fee t wide.  It o p en ed fo r busin ess o n  N o vem ber 1 2 ,  1 9 1 5
with  an  ic e  ska tin g  exh ibitio n ,  wh ic h  in c luded ska tin g  by
th e n ew m an ag er o f th e Me tro p o litan s,  P e te Muldo o n .

B o rn  Lin to n  Muldo o n  Tracy,  Muldo o n  m ade a  n am e
fo r h im se lf as a  p ro fessio n a l bo xer an d lac ro sse p layer
be fo re tryin g  h is h an d a t h o ckey m an ag em en t.  In  addi-
tio n  to  o p era tin g  h o ckey c lubs in  P o rtlan d an d S ea ttle,  h e
wo uld a lso  sp en d a  seaso n  c o ac h in g  th e Ch ic ag o  B lack
H awks in  th e N H L.
Wh en  h e  was fired fro m  th e  Ch ic ag o  jo b by own er

Frederic  McLaug h lin  in  1 9 2 7 ,  Muldo o n  to ld th e own er
th a t Ch ic ag o  wo uld n ever ag a in  fin ish  a  seaso n  in  first
p la c e .  “Muldo o n ’s Curse ,” a s it be c am e kn ow,  wa s a
leg acy th a t wo uld h aun t Ch ic ag o  fan s an d p layers un til it

was bro ken  in  1 9 6 7 ,  wh en  th e B lack H awks fin a lly fin -
ish ed an  N H L reg ular seaso n  in  first p lac e.

Th e Me ts (as th ey were kn own ) p layed th e ir first g am e
in  th e S ea ttle Aren a o n  D ec em ber 7 ,  1 9 1 5 ,  de fea tin g
Vic to ria by a  sc o re o f 3 -2 .  Th ey wo uld g o  o n  to  fin ish  th e
seaso n  with  a  resp ec table 9 -9  rec o rd an d ro utin e ly drew
c rowds o f o ver 3 ,0 0 0  fan s fo r h o m e g am es.  Th e n ext
seaso n  th e Me ts were th e to p  team  in  th e PCH A,  fin ish -
in g  with  a  1 6 -8  rec o rd. Th is earn ed th em  th e rig h t to
p lay th e  Mo n tre a l Ca n a d ia n s  fo r th e  S ta n ley Cup ,
awarded an n ua lly to  th e to p  p ro fessio n a l team  in  N o rth
Am eric a .

Th e  Can adian s trave led west fo r a  five  g am e series
ag a in st S ea ttle.  After lo sin g  th e first g am e,  th e Me ts to o k
th ree stra ig h t fro m  Mo n trea l an d bec am e th e first Am eri-
c an  team  to  win  th e S tan ley Cup .

T h e S eat t l e  E sk i m o s an d  t h e i r  o p p o n en t s are read y t o
st ar t  a  g am e i n  t h e Civi c  A ren a, c i rc a 1 9 3 0 .

T h e S eat t l e  A ren a was l o c at ed  o n  t h e c o rn er  o f  Fi f t h
A ven u e an d  U n iversi ty S t reet  an d  was t h e h o m e o f  t h e

S eat t l e  Met ro p o l i t an s f ro m  1 9 1 5  t h ro u g h  1 9 2 4 .
A f t er  t h at  i t  was c o n ver t ed  t o  a p ark i n g  g arag e

an d  even t u a l ly t o rn  d own  i n  t h e 1 9 6 0 s.
P h o t o  c o u r t esy D ave E sk en az i  Co l l ec t i o n .
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verted in to  a  p arkin g  g arag e an d with  th e lo ss o f th e o n ly
in do o r ic e rin k in  th e c ity,  th ere wo uld be n o  m o re h o ckey
in  S ea ttle fo r th e fo reseeable future.

Second Per iod Ð 1928 Ð 1948
Th in g s to o k a  turn  fo r th e be tter with  th e c o n struc tio n

o f th e Civic  Aren a in  1 9 2 7 .  Lo c a ted o n  wh a t is to day th e
c o rn er o f 4 th  Aven ue N o rth  an d Merc er S treet,  th e Aren a
was desig n ed as an  a ll-p urp o se buildin g  c ap able o f h o us-
in g  a  wide ran g e o f even ts,  in c ludin g  ic e  h o ckey (it wo uld
c o n tin ue to  h o st h o ckey g am es un til 1 9 9 5 ).

P e te Muldo o n  re turn ed fro m  Ch ic ag o  an d p ut to g e th er
a g ro up  o f in vesto rs to  in c o rp o ra te th e S ea ttle Ic e  Ska t-
in g  an d H o ckey Asso c ia tio n  an d establish  a  n ew team  –
th e S ea ttle Eskim o s.  Th e n ew team  wo uld beg in  p lay in
th e fa ll o f 1 9 2 8  in  th e sem i-p ro fessio n a l P ac ific  Co ast

Mi n o r  l eag u e h o c k ey h as a lways been  a ro u g h  g am e, as c an  be seen  h ere as Jac k  To m so m  o f  t h e S eat t l e  O lym p i c s (l e f t )
g et s i n t o  a d i sag reem en t  wi t h  an  o p p o si n g  p l ayer  wh i l e  t h e ref eree t r i es t o  sep arat e t h em . Ci rc a 1 9 4 1 .

Th e Me ts wo uld ag a in  fac e Mo n trea l in  S ea ttle fo r th e
S tan ley Cup  in  1 9 1 9 ,  but th is tim e with  a  m uc h  differen t
result.  After th e fifth  g am e,  a  n um ber o f th e Mo n trea l
p layers were struck down  by th e in fluen za ep idem ic  wh ic h
was sweep in g  th e  g lo be in  th e  wake  o f Wo rld War I.
Mo n trea l was un able to  ic e  a  team , an d th e h ea lth  dep art-
m en t c a lled o ff th e series fo r fear o f sp readin g  th e dis-
ease.

It wo uld m ark th e first an d o n ly year th a t th e S tan ley
Cup  was n o t awarded fro m  it’s in c ep tio n  in  1 8 9 3  to  th e
p resen t day.

Th e Me tro p o litan s wo uld p lay fo r th e S tan ley Cup  o n c e
m o re,  wh en  th ey were de fea ted in  O ttawa in  th e sp rin g
o f 1 9 2 0 .  Th ey c o n tin ued to  p lay in  th e PCH A th ro ug h
th e 1 9 2 3 -2 4  seaso n ,  but were fo rc ed to  c ease o p era tio n s
due to  dec lin in g  a tten dan c e.  Th e S ea ttle Aren a was c o n -
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Guyle Fielder A Seattle Champion

Guyle Fie lder h ad a  2 3 -year p ro fessio n a l h o ckey c areer.  H is m o st
p ro duc tive 1 5  seaso n s were sp en t in   S eattle p layin g  fo r th e B o m b-

ers,  Am eric an s,  an d To tem s be tween  1 9 5 3  an d 1 9 6 9 .
D urin g  h is tim e in  S ea ttle,  Fie lder led th e Western  H o ckey Leag ue in

assists twe lve tim es,  to ta l p o in ts sc o red n in e tim es,  an d was n am ed th e
leag ue ’s Mo st Va luable P layer o n  six o c c asio n s.  H e is th e WH L a ll-tim e
leader in  g am es p layed,  assists,  an d p o in ts sc o red.  H e a lso  led th e To tem s
to  th ree WH L c h am p io n sh ip s.

S tan din g  five fee t n in e in c h es ta ll an d we ig h in g  1 6 0  p o un ds,  Fie lder was
a sm a ll p layer,  even  by th e stan dards o f th e era.  P layin g  a t c en ter,  h e  was
kn own  th ro ug h o ut h o ckey fo r h is trem en do us stick-h an dlin g  an d p assin g
skills.  H e did g e t a  few o p p o rtun ities in  th e N a tio n a l H o ckey Leag ue
with  Ch ic ag o ,  B o sto n ,  an d D e tro it,  but c o uld n ever seem  to  fin d
a h o m e in  th e  big  leag ues an d h e a lways c am e back to  th e WH L.

P layin g  p ro fessio n a lly un til th e ag e o f 4 2 ,  h e  is th e a ll-tim e
m in o r leag ue sc o rin g  leader an d wide ly ackn owledg ed as th e
g rea test m in o r leag ue h o ckey p layer ever.

H o ckey Leag ue (PCH L) a lo n g  with  c lubs fro m  Van c o uver,
Vic to ria an d P o rtlan d.

N o t c o n ten t to  run  h is h o ckey o p eratio n  in  S eattle o n ly,
Muldo o n  h ad p lan s to  p ut a  n ew h o ckey c lub in  Tac o m a
as we ll.  O n  Marc h  1 3 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  h e  trave led to  Tac o m a to
lo o k fo r a  lo c a tio n  to  build a  n ew ic e  aren a.  It was durin g
th is trip  th a t Muldo o n  suffered a  h eart a ttack wh ic h  killed
h im . At th e ag e o f 4 7 ,  th e fa th er o f S ea ttle h o ckey was
dead.

Th e Eskim o s c o n tin ued o n  with o ut th e ir leader,  an d
wo uld p lay two  m o re seaso n s be fo re th e dem ise  o f th e
PCH L in  1 9 3 1 .

P ickin g  up  wh ere th e p ro fessio n a ls le ft o ff,  th e am a teur
S ea ttle City Leag ue to o k c en ter stag e fo r th e n ext two
se a so n s .  Th e  fo ur-te a m  le a g ue  fe a ture d te a m s fro m
B a llard an d West S ea ttle,  as we ll as sp o n so red team s suc h
as Wash in g to n  Ath le tic  Club an d H ullin ’s Term in a l.  Wh ile
th e qua lity o f p lay was dim in ish ed,  th e am a teurs still drew
stro n g  c rowds to  th e Civic  Aren a,  o ften  p layin g  S un day
n ig h t do uble h eaders.

Th e sem i-p ro fessio n a l g am e re turn ed to  S ea ttle fro m
1 9 3 4  to  1 9 4 1 ,  with  th e arriva l o f th e S ea H awks.  P layin g
in  th e N o rth  West H o ckey Leag ue,  th e S ea H awks wo n
leag ue c h am p io n sh ip s in  1 9 3 6  an d 1 9 3 8  un der th e lead-
ersh ip  o f fo rm er Me tro p o litan  an d
fu ture  H o c ke y  H a l l  o f  Fa m e r
Fran k Fo ysto n .  Th ey sh ared th e
C ivic  Are n a  with  th e  C ity
Le a g ue ,  wh ic h  s till m a in -
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ta in ed a  stro n g  fo llowin g .
Th e start o f Wo rld War II in  1 9 4 1  p ut sem i-p ro  h o ckey

o n  h o ld as a ll able bo died m en  en tered th e servic e .  Th e
City Leag ue c o n tin ued to  o p era te,  m ade up  m o stly o f
o lder p layers an d so m e fo rm er p ro fessio n a ls wh o  wo rked
in  lo c a l war in dustries.

In  th e fa ll o f 1 9 4 4 ,  a  n ew am a teur leag ue was fo rm ed
an d it to o k th e n am e o f o n e o f its p redec esso rs – th e
P ac ific  Co ast H o ckey Leag ue.  D urin g  th e first year o f th e
n ew leag ue,  th e S ea ttle Iro n m en  wo uld win  th e reg ular
seaso n  title an d earn  th e rig h t to  p lay th e B o sto n  O lym -
p ic s o f th e Eastern  H o ckey Leag ue fo r th e U .S .  Am a teur
H o ckey Asso c ia tio n  c h am p io n sh ip .  After lo sin g  th e first
two  g am es in  S ea ttle,  th e Iro n m en  reg ro up ed an d de -
fea ted B o sto n  in  fo ur stra ig h t g am es to  take th e am a teur
c h am p io n sh ip .

Thi rd Per iod Ð 1948 to 1975
H o ckey h as a lways been  a  ro ug h  g am e,  but th e p ro fes-

sio n a l m in o r leag ues fro m  th e la te 1 9 4 0 s in to  th e 1 9 6 0 s
were esp ec ia lly vio len t.  Th e p layers wo re little p ro tec tive
g ear,  n o  h e lm e ts,  an d th e g o a lies didn ’t even  wear fac e
p ro tec tio n .
Fig h ts be tween  p layers were c o m m o n .  To  to p  it o ff,

th ere was n o  g lass o r fen c in g  to  sep ara te th e fan s fro m
th e  p layers,  an d so m e tim es fan s an d p layers g o t in to
p h ysic a l a lterc a tio n s.

In  o n e fam o us in c iden t th a t to o k p lac e in  1 9 5 1 ,  th ree
p laye rs  fro m  th e  Ta c o m a  Ro c ke ts  c lim be d o ve r th e
bo ards (still wearin g  th e ir ska tes!) an d c h ased a  S ea ttle
h eckler fro m  h is sea t.  Th e c ase c o n tin ued down  th e a isle
an d o ut in to  th e lo bby be fo re th e fan  fin a lly esc ap ed th e
buildin g  an d th e p layers re turn ed to  th e ic e .

P rio r to  th e start o f th e 1 9 5 2 -5 3  seaso n ,  th e PCH L
c h an g ed its n am e to  th e Western  H o ckey Leag ue (WH L)
an d th e Iro n m en ,  un der n ew own ersh ip ,  c h an g ed th e ir
n am e to  th e S ea ttle B o m bers.  Th e n am e c h an g e didn ’t
h e lp  th e team  in  th e stan din g s,  h owever,  as th e S ea ttle
fran c h ise  suffered th ro ug h  five lo sin g  seaso n  in  th e first
six years a fter a tta in in g  p ro fessio n a l sta tus.

Th e o n ly brig h t sp o t was th e p lay o f a  2 2 -year-o ld c en -
ter n am ed Guyle Fie lder wh o  first p layed in  S ea ttle fo r
th e B o m bers durin g  th e 1 9 5 3 -5 4  c am p a ig n .  Little did
an yo n e kn ow h ow sig n ific an t h e  wo uld bec o m e in  th e
future suc c ess o f h o ckey in  S ea ttle.

P o o r p lay o n  th e ic e  resulted in  lag g in g  a tten dan c e,  an d
th e B o m bers with drew fro m  th e WH L p rio r to  th e 1 9 5 4 -
5 5  seaso n  in  an  e ffo rt to  reg ro up  fin an c ia lly.  Th e team

S eat t l e  Iro n m en  p l ayers (l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) S t an  Max wel l ,  Frec k l es Li t t l e ,  Jac k  Jac k so n , an d  Jo e B el l  si n g  A l l  I Wan t  f o r
Ch r i st m as i s m y Two  Fro n t  T eet h ” i n  1 9 5 1 .
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was so ld an d re turn ed to  th e leag ue fo r th e 1 9 5 5 -5 6  sea -
so n  with  n ew own ersh ip  an d a  n ew n am e – th e S ea ttle
Am eric an s.

Th e m a jo rity o f th e fo rm er B o m ber p layers,  in c ludin g
Guyle Fie lder,  re turn ed to  th e c lub. Wh ile th e p ro duc t o n
th e ic e  im p ro ved,  th e team  still strug g led a t th e g a te un til
ye t an o th er own ersh ip  c h an g e to o k p lac e p rio r to  th e
1 9 5 8 -5 9  seaso n .  Th e team  ag a in  c h an g ed n am es,  th is
tim e bec o m in g  th e S ea ttle To tem s.

Th e n ext ten  seaso n s wo uld be th e true “Go lden  Ag e”
o f S ea ttle h o ckey.  Led by th e ir sup erstar Guyle Fie lder,
th e To tem s ap p eared in  th e WH O  fin a ls five tim es durin g
th a t sp an  an d wo n  th e leag ue c h am p io n sh ip  in  1 9 5 9 ,
1 9 6 7 ,  an d 1 9 6 8 .  D urin g  th a t sam e p erio d,  Fie lder wo n
fo ur Mo st Va luable P layer awards an d led th e leag ue in
sc o rin g  six tim es.

S uc c ess o n  th e ic e  led to  suc c ess a t th e g a te,  an d th e
To tem s drew very we ll in  th e early 1 9 6 0 s.  In  th e fa ll o f
1 9 6 4 ,  th e team  m o ved its h o m e g am es fro m  th e Civic
Aren a to  th e Co liseum  to  take advan tag e o f th e larg er

ven ue.
Lo c a ted a t th e in tersec tio n  o f First Aven ue N o rth  an d

H arriso n  S tree t,  th e Co liseum  was built as p art o f th e
1 9 6 2  Wo rld’s Fa ir an d c o uld sea t o ver 1 2 ,0 0 0  fan s fo r
h o ckey.  Th is h ad an  even  g rea ter im p ac t o n  a tten dan c e,
esp ec ia lly wh en  th e h a ted P o rtlan d B uckaro o s c am e to
town  an d o ver 1 0 ,0 0 0  fan s wo uld ro utin e ly p ack th e
Co liseum .

U n fo rtun a te ly,  th e To tem s beg an  to  s lowly s lip  a fter
th e ir 1 9 6 8  c h am p io n sh ip .  Th ey m ade th e p layo ffs dur-
in g  th e n ext two  seaso n s,  but wo uld n ever ag a in  ap p ear
in  th e leag ue fin a ls.

D urin g  th e last six seaso n s,  th e c lub was in  o p era tio n ,
th e To tem s h ad a  lo sin g  rec o rd every year,  in c ludin g  th e
disastro us 1 9 7 1 -7 2  seaso n s in  wh ic h  th ey se t a  leag ue
rec o rd in  futility by win n in g  o n ly 1 2  tim es durin g  th e 7 2 -
g am e seaso n .

Th e To tem s wo uld fo ld in  th e sp rin g  o f 1 9 7 5 ,  an d S e -
a ttle h as n o t h ad p ro fessio n a l h o ckey sin c e.  !

Jef f  O berm eyer  f i r st  bec am e i n t erest ed  i n  t h e  h i st o ry o f  h o c k ey i n   S eat t l e  i n  1 9 9 1 .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  h e  h as c o m p i l ed  a
l arg e  c o l l ec t i o n  o f  m em o rab i l i a  an d  re f eren c e m at er i a l s d ea l i n g  wi t h  h o c k ey i n  t h e  N o r t hwest ,  i n c l u d i n g  p h o t o s,  eq u i p -
m en t ,  an d  n ewsp ap er  c l i p p i n g s.  H e h as been  i n t ervi ewed  o n  KFR  S p o r t s R ad i o ,  an d  r ec en t ly rec o rd ed  a  ser i es o f  rad i o
sp o t s c a l l ed  t h e  “S eat t l e  H o c k ey Mo m en t” wh i c h  ar e  p l ayed  d u r i n g  t h e  b ro ad c ast s o f  t h e  S eat t l e  T h u n d erb i rd s.  In
ad d i t i o n ,  h e h as o p erat ed  t h e S eat t l e  H o c k ey H o m ep ag e websi t e  f o r  t h e p ast  t h r ee years.  T h e si t e  (2 2 2 .seat t l eh o c k ey,n et )
i s d evo t ed  t o  t h e   h i st o ry o f  h o c k ey i n  S eat t l e  an d  i n c l u d es p h o t o s,   st a t i st i c s,  t eam  h i st o r i es,  an d  p l ayer  p r o f i l es.  Je f f  c an
be c o n t ac t ed  vi a  em a i l  a t  jef f @seat t l eh o c k ey.n et .

Gu yl e  Fi e l d er,  Go rd i e S i n c l a i r,  an d  Val   Fo n t eyn e o f  t h e S eat t l e  A m er i c an s p l ayi n g  i n  t h e Civi c  A ren a c i rc a 1 9 5 5 .


